Focused Hope
Acts 2:42-47
On a scale of 1 to 10, ten being high—what’s your hope quotient?

Studies on happiness indicate that the happiest times of your life [image: image1.jpg]


 are those times when you don’t realize you are happy.  Those times when you’re so absorbed in what you are doing that you literally disappear from your own awareness.  It’s as if space time freezes and for those precious, wonderful fleeting moments we live beyond the confines of linear chronology.  Losing our self-focused obsession we transcend ourselves and for a moment anyway, recover the image of God that lies within all of us.
Bottom line:  You’re happiest when you don’t realize you’re happy.

b/o
When we are engaged; emotionally engaged, in something that is bigger than us—we were all made to live beyond ourselves—engaged in something of lasting significance; and when we believe we are making a difference, hope flows.

But how can we know we are making a difference?

If I know I need to focus on something, but don’t know what I’m supposed to focus on, it’s hard to be hopeful.  In fact, it can be even more discouraging—knowing you need to do something but not having a clue as to what to do. 
“I’ll gladly pour out my devotion to something, Lord; just show me what it is.”

The key to a hopeful life is a devoted life.

A devoted life is a life focused consistently and persistently on the things of greatest importance.
They devoted themselves to:
1. The apostles’ teaching:  What you believe about God matters. Maybe now more than ever.
The other day Pastor Eric and I were out for a prayer walk.  We saw one of our neighbors outside and went over for a chat.  He asked us what our church believes.  I mumbled something about John Wesley and ‘the basic stuff—salvation through Jesus Christ’ and then we were gone.

I kind of wished I’d been a little more animated, little more articulate: b/o
“We believe that there’s this fundamental malfunction in the universe—a virus that is eating away at our operating system.  Left to itself; left to ourselves, this virus will kill us.  Not just for now, but forever.

“But we also believe that God still cares about us and so he came to help us; rescue us. In fact God loves us so much that he literally says: ‘I’d rather die than spend eternity without you.’ In fact that’s what he did in Jesus Christ.
“But what’s really cool is that Jesus didn’t stay dead.  He absorbed the virus, then died and in doing so killed the virus—but then came back to life.

“And now, he can immunize us against this killer disease, he can become the antibody that saves us from its deadly consequence.

“All you gotta do is recognize the obvious—I’m infected—and ask for the cure—Jesus.

Then, if I could have said that, I would have asked him—have you ever asked Jesus to cure you of your sin virus?

But I didn’t.

Maybe next time.

But this core belief—Humanity sinned against God and is headed toward hell



God became man in Jesus to remedy the situation.



Jesus died, rose, and ascended into heaven



Everyone who turns to Him will be saved



And one day, everything will be made right—Jesus is coming back one day.

This is what they devoted themselves to.

This is what we devote ourselves to.

This is why we’re so passionate about reaching out to others because we know that without Jesus, they’re just dead men walking.

A devoted life is a focused life and a life focused on the message of salvation through Jesus is a life founded on hope.
They devoted themselves to:
2. The Fellowship: the community, at its root is communication.   is that place where we can be real, where we can be honest; where tough questions can be asked and honest answers given. Can you imagine a place where people knew who you were, really, underneath the layers of self-preservation…? Where you were known with all the shortcomings and flaws.

And we’ve all got flaws.

Can you imagine a place where you belonged?  Where what was happening to you mattered to someone else? Where people mattered and were treasured just because they were people, not because of what they’d accomplished or what they had to offer.
Wouldn’t it be cool to be part of something where everyone was committed to each other and you felt safe to heal and grow in your own time in your own way?
This devotion to the  had a tangible expression as well. 

One of the first distinctly Christian activities of the early Church was material concern for each other.  This was not a forced thing like Robin Hood or Income Tax but a voluntary tangible response of the loving heart to the needs of others.

This is key…

In order to be aware of the needs of each other, one of two things had to be taking place.  First they were watchful—stayed aware of each other so needy persons didn’t slip through the cracks; and/or second those who had needs that couldn’t be met by their immediate, biological family were willing to make known the need and receive the grace.
A devoted life is a focused life and a life focused on the community of Christ-followers--the local body of believers--is a life founded on hope.
They devoted themselves to
3. The breaking of bread
In the culture of the New Testament, breaking bread together was a sign of unity.  It was like a promise to each other—I’m not going to go to war against you.  You wouldn’t share a meal with someone then stab him in the back later.  Just wasn’t done.

The sacredness of the general meal led into the sanctity of the communion meal.  Communion was and is a remembrance of Jesus, the core stuff: of his suffering, death and resurrection.  There’s grace in that.  Don’t let it become routine.  Always approach it with a sense that this meal is like no other meal.  This is a ‘communion’ with each other and with the Lord.

The promise of unity that was part of the regular meal together is amplified by the holiness of the Lord’s supper.  Once we share this bread together, we are one.  We’ve got each other’s back.  We’re not going to get up from this table and go out condemning each other after the service is over.  That would be a violation of the Lord ’s Supper—a dishonoring of Christ.

To come to this table is to let go any grievance we have against another—it is to be as forgiving toward others as we need God to be forgiving toward us.

Here at this table, we pledge ourselves to the Lord and to each other at this table.  We are One, at One Table with the Lord.
A devoted life is a focused life and a life focused on the Lord’s Supper—the mystery “Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Colossians 1:27) is a life founded in hope.

They devoted themselves to
4. To prayers:

The final fundamental focus of devotion is 
 This is prayers but also carries the idea of place of prayer.  So prayer not just as a passing action squeezed into the middle of a busy day. Prayer as an event. Prayer with a specific location in mind.  We could probably translate it—“to the prayer meetings” 

So prayer, as a regular event in a regular place was a normal part of the life of the early believers.  This is where we’re headed. 

A devoted life is a focused life and a life focused on regular and frequent prayer meetings is a life flowing with hope.

Two things I want to tell you about:

On this Wednesday evening @ 7 we’re having an all church prayer time in building 1000.  We sing a couple songs, I’ll share a few thoughts, and then we’ll spend about an hour in prayer.  The prayers don’t have to be fancy and they don’t need to be long.  But something happens when God’s people come together for prayer.  Try it out—you can really make a difference. This happens the first Wednesday of every month. b/o
Another recent prayer meeting option:  Noon prayer on Fridays. This time is specifically focused on seeing lost, pre-believers come to Christ.  Right now we’re meeting in my office (the soon to be prayer room).  We meet at noon and are done by 1245.
Friday as we were praying I distinctly sensed the Lord impressing 2 things on my heart:

1. God’s strategy to reach this area is prayer—

2. As we pray for the lost/seeker/unsaved/pre-believer—God will ripen their hearts.  (It’s like a peach hanging on a tree.  If you try to pick it while it’s green it’ll be hard to break from the tree.  But when it’s ripe, it falls effortlessly into the hand with the slightest tug).

About 40 Days ago we put together a prayer list of about 350 names.  Several on that list have already responded to grace.  One thing I neglected to do was to have the name of the person who submitted the names.
Write your name on the card, then the names of 5 people you know who don’t have a church home.  These can be the exact same names as before if you like.  Once we receive the names the Friday prayer group will lift these up before the Lord each week.
A devoted life is a focused life.  And a life focused on the right things is a life brimming with hope.

Prayer
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