Worship
Acts 16:16-34
The setting is Paul and Silas in prison, locked in stocks with open wounds oozing puss. Rats are nibbling at their feet. The air is rank with the sharp ammonia smell of urine.
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It is the dead of the night; the time when doubts swarm like demons in the troubled mind.

There's the inner stirring of frustration; the knowledge that they have been mistreated, unfairly, illegally.

There's the questioning that inevitably arises from knowing that you're being punished precisely BECAUSE you did the right thing. How the Enemy would like to take advantage of that.  How easy it would be to slip into self-pity and mutual complaining.  
b/o
In this place of pain and injustice, muffled moans and muted groans fade as another sound rises from the shadows.  It’s a sound that has never been heard before in this horrible place.
It is the sound of singing.

READ:  Acts 16:16-25
Here in the worst imaginable situation—when everything is falling apart, Paul and Silas are singing.

This tells us something hugely important.  Get this and you have the key to freedom no matter what your circumstance.  Miss this and you’ll have a hard time being happy even in the best of times.
What works here, will work for you.  These guys are no different than you or I.


We know that Paul wasn’t perfect—he’d just gotten into a heated argument with his friend Barnabas and they’d decided to head in different directions.  We know that the Apostle Peter wasn’t perfect—Paul got in his face about his shifting values regarding kosher food.


These guys weren’t superheroes role-playing their way through human experience.  They were people just like us who chose to trust in Jesus totally.  
And today, for them, trusting Jesus means singing away the suffering of midnight misery.

Paul and Silas are praising God in the most unpleasant, uncomfortable, unfair circumstances imaginable.
Principle:  No matter where you are, no matter what you’re facing you cannot be defeated when you choose to Worship God.
Why?

Because Worship is based on who God is, and not on how we feel.
Do you ever come to church on a Sunday, feeling a little wiped out?  Maybe you just had an argument at home; maybe you stayed up too late last night.  But for whatever reason, you just don’t ‘feel’ like worshipping. b/o
I can’t figure it out.

Sometimes it just comes easier than others.  

Worship is most needed when we least feel like it.
Because the basis for the worship of God is not in the comfort of my context but the nature of God, what’s going on around me doesn’t determine whether or not I can worship.  Of course I can, and must worship regardless of what’s going on around me. The word of God demands that I worship.
Scriptures:
Content of Worship
 Ascribe to the LORD, O mighty ones, 
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
 worship the LORD in the splendor of his [a] holiness.

Psalm 29:1-2 NIV
Publicly declare the Character of God—his being, his attributes
Say to God,
“How awesome are Your works! 
Through the greatness of Your power 
Your enemies shall submit themselves to You.
 All the earth shall worship You
And sing praises to You; 
They shall sing praises to Your name.”
Psalm 66:3-4 NKJV
“Say to God”—essential praise, open affirmation of God’s nature to God himself.
All nations whom You have made
Shall come and worship before You, O Lord, 
And shall glorify Your name.

Psalm 86:9 NKJV
Ultimate worship is intended to be multinational, and multicultural.
Come, let us bow down in worship, 
 let us kneel before the LORD our Maker;

Psalm 95:6
Worship is something we invite others too, and something that involves our bodies as well as our minds.

Sing God a brand-new song! Earth and everyone in it, sing! 
   Sing to God—worship God! 
 Shout the news of his victory from sea to sea, 
   Take the news of his glory to the lost, 
   News of his wonders to one and all!
Psalm 96:1-3 The Message
I will give thanks to the LORD because of his righteousness and will sing praise to the name of the LORD Most High.

Psalm 7:17 NIV

Sing to the LORD, you saints of his; 
praise his holy name.

Psalm 30:4

Components…
The Ministry of Song
Worship involves music, singing. Music that is always fresh.  It may be an old song sung in a new way, it may be a new song—but music that is an up-to-date expression of our heart for God is integral to worship.

And we’re all supposed to join in.  “everyone in [earth] sing” so whether it’s an old hymn or new one, we all engage the totality of our being; body, soul and spirit in lifting our voices to God.
Think about these words:  Still I Will Worship You
I will worship You in the midnight hour
I will worship you, when I’m in the fire

I will worship you when all hope seems gone

I will stand and proclaim that you are my God.
Think about the words we’re singing:  How Firm A Foundation
God speaking:

The Soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose

I will not, I will not desert to his foes.

That soul, though all Hell should endeavor to shake

I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.

When we worship in song we engage the totality of who we are in declaring, through song the greatness of our God.  And nothing can defeat you when you choose to worship God.
Preparation:  Can I do a little ‘in house’, family discussion here? When we come in late and there’s a lot of chaos going on in the foyer after the service starts it communicates a couple of things none of us want to convey

· It communicates to others that worship really isn’t a priority.  More is ‘caught’ than ‘taught’. 
· It communicates the wrong message to God—we don’t mean to but (Story of the rich guy’s banquet and ‘go out and compel them to come in’) it does.

· It communicates to our own spirits that worship isn’t a priority.

The ministry of the Word
Scripture Readings—response is only empty if you put nothing into it.  Think about it. “This is the word of the Lord” Wow!  The actual words of God.  Are you kidding.  That’s awesome; wonderful, incredible.  How can that possibly be?  I just got to hear what God is saying, “Thanks be to God.”
We remember that when we read from this book—it is like no other book.  (living and active).

Sermon—“the foolishness of preaching”).  That anyone should presume to speak on God’s behalf—whoa!  A lot of times someone will tell me about something they got out of the sermon that I don’t even remember talking about.  Something miraculous takes place when the word of God is preached.  The lips of the speaker and the ears of the hearers are both anointed so that God specifically communicates something to our hearts.

As we engage with the Word we engage in worship, and nothing can defeat us when we choose to worship God.

The Ministry of the Table
Christianity is not about ideas and abstractions.  It is not fundamentally about a set of beliefs.  It is an encounter and ongoing relationship with a Person.
Christianity is not about what happens in the head, but also what happens in the heart and life.  It’s about how we live in the physical realm.

Partaking of the Lord ’s Supper is a ‘total body’ worship experience. And nothing can defeat you when you choose to worship God.
The Ministry of the Offering (sacrifice)
90 days (remember back in February 18th) I challenged you to take a 90 day test of God’s promise in Malachi? Many of you responded.

We are staying current on all our obligations and moving ahead with new ministry.

Today I want to emphasize 2 things

If you don’t believe God has blessed your obedience to bring the tithe to the storehouse (the local church)—if you think it was a bad investment, we will refund the full amount paid in the last 90 days since you signed up.

If you want in on this ‘no risk’ guarantee simply fill out the card and drop it in the plate.

God is worthy of everything.  We can’t be his completely if we hold out on him financially.  He can’t bless everything that’s ours unless we’ve placed everything in his hands.  When we give the tithes and offerings we worship in sacrifice. And nothing can defeat us when we choose to worship God. b/o
___________________
Epilogue
So here’s Paul and Silas, either delusional or determined.  They’re singing praises to God in the middle of the night, in the middle of their pain, in the middle of unjust treatment.
Here’s what happens

READ Acts 16:25-34

Believers in Jesus:  We are NOT the victims of our circumstances. When we gather in Jesus’ name and worship God the planet trembles, prison doors are burst open, the unchurched experience the greatness of our God and who families are brought into the Kingdom. And nothing can defeat us when we choose to worship God.
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