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John 20:19-31

A. Rude Awakenings 
1.  Dead end:

Have you ever had a moment when you realized your life wasn’t anything like what you’d planned? [image: image2.jpg]


 The career never took off; the marriage never smoothed out; your creative expression never saw daylight.

2. Manipulation

Let’s take it deeper—have you experienced a moment when you realized you are not the person you’d planned to be? Integrity fragmentation; constant compromise; honor eroding into expediency.
A shift in perspective on people. Something to be used; [image: image3.jpg]ATTENTION
MANIPULATION



 instead of served?

Did you realize that instead of loving your wife—you were managing her so she’d be a minimal distraction from your personal pursuit of happiness. Or a moment of understanding that you really don’t care that much about others…? 
I read about a corporate leader who prided himself with this view of employees:  “Bring ‘em in and burn ‘em out.”

3. Revenge

Someteims the darkness b/o comes from an even deeper place: the desire to see someone suffer for what they’ve done; even secretly wishing eternal damnation so they’d finally “get what they had coming.”

(But remember:  If we got what we deserved we’d all be in trouble—if God were just ‘fair’ we’d all burn.)

Summation:
Not everyone here today is at that place but maybe you are at the end of yourself—understanding things are not right but not knowing in the least what to do about it. 
To disciples who had fallen far short of their goals, Jesus says PEACE.  PEACE be with you. (Incidentally, whenever we greet each other with the peace, we’re reliving the very first greeting Jesus gives to his disciples after his resurrection.) 
Is this a realistic expectation?

What’s the key to the Peace of Jesus?
B. Morality’s Inadequacy
For many the answer is morality.
The idea being: If you stop living a bad life and start living a good life…if you stop doing bad stuff, and start doing good stuff, your life will take on new meaning and purpose.

But morality is not enough.
It’s not that the world doesn’t know right from wrong.  It’s just that it simply CAN’T do it.  

Paul, the Apostle, writes about this in Romans 7. 
[image: image1.jpg]


We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. 




Romans 7:14-19 (pew Bible 1756)
One of the most unpleasant places to be is this torturous middle ground:  awakened to the fact that we’re not what we want to be, but also realizing we can’t make ourselves better.  

In the end our biggest problem is not lack of knowledge.

CS Lewis made a comment to the effect: “anyone who thinks the moral codes of mankind are all different should be locked up in a library and be made to read three days' worth of them. He would be bored silly by the sheer sameness.” b/o
(By the way, this universal moral code is an argument for the existence of God.  Lewis develops this in Mere Christianity—which is available in our church library.)

There is an innate sense of right and wrong written into the heart of every son of Adam and every daughter of Eve.  It gets twisted by environment, tainted by experience yet the fundamental sense of morality is in us all.

And it’s not enough.

Should morality be taught?


>definitely

Should the law of God be obeyed?


>unquestionably

Is there any value in knowing the 10 Commandments, the Sermon on the Mount, etc.


>absolutely

Does knowing right from wrong guarantee a righteous life—genuine PEACE with God and others?


>not at all.

So if there were a way to have peace—would you want to know about it?  And if there was a way for your friends to have peace, wouldn’t you want to let them know?
And that, brothers and sisters, is exactly why we are here.
We are 


just like Jesus.

To be a Christ-follower is to be a sent-one

To be sent is to be sent like Jesus was sent.
Part Two:  Sent Like Jesus
So what does it mean to be sent like Jesus?
John 3:16, 17
"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
John 3:16, 17; (pew Bible 1650)
1.  The context of our mission is non-condemnation--

a. This is the job of the Holy Spirit—John 16:8-11 says:
 pew Bible 1678
When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.
John 16:8-11 (pew Bible 1678)
b. This is part of the internal moral code in everyone—
It is not the responsibility of the church (us) to make people feel bad about themselves.  Our job is to give them hope.

And our job is to give each other hope.  The context of the mission is to create and environment of non-condemnation.  For the lost and for the found. b/o
2.  The strength of our mission is the Holy Spirit
Jesus breathed on them—same word for breathe as in Ezekiel’s valley of dry bones (in LXX). Same word for breathe as in Genesis 1 where God breathed into the man and Adam became a living soul.

This is profound:  In the same way the Holy Spirit empowered Jesus to preach the word, heal the sick, raise the dead, the Holy Spirit empowers us—not as individuals, but as the Body of Christ to do the same. (Declare the good news of salvation; bind up the broken hearted, and resurrect those who are dead in their trespasses and sins.)

Hear this deeply:  The same power that was at work in the man Jesus, while he walked the earth, is now at work in us! (Not me, not you, but us.)

HEAR THIS: when the church is united in the mission of Jesus it is an unstoppable force!  This is when Jesus’ promise comes true:  
“I will build my church and the gates of hell will not prevail against it.”  Matthew 16:18, pew Bible 1524
Or, as the Message translates; “a church so expansive with energy that not even the gates of hell will be able to keep it out.”
We (us), united around the mission of Jesus, are a force to be reckoned with!
3.  The Message of our Mission is Forgiveness!
I don’t know that I get everything Jesus meant by those words:  “If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”  But this much I do know: our mission is to help lost and broken people experience God’s forgiveness.


a. Through repentance—accepting grace, not trying to blame anyone and everyone for their sins, but just agreeing with God, “I have sinned.  Will you forgive me?”


b. Through affirmation:  We need to tell people, each other and ourselves “if we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9 pew Bible1899”

Have you confessed your sins to God?


Prayer: of confession:  “Lord Jesus Christ, I’m agreeing with you that I need my sins forgiven.  No excuses; no blame—I simply trust in your grace. Please forgive all my sin; lead all of my life; and give me the strength to be what you want me to be.
“I believe you have heard my prayer.  I believe that I am now forgiven.”
The Pursuit of Happiness
Happiness factor—the latest research shows that happiness is directly related to engagement; or focus.  The more fully engaged you are in something; the happier you are.  However, although you are happy, and you will remember that time as a happy time, you don’t know you’re happy while you’re in the happy time.

If you stop to check your happiness meter, you step out of the moment of engagement and lose the experience. 

So our happiest times are when we are fully engaged in something significant when temporarily loose self-awareness.

What’s that mean?

2 things:


1.  The more you check to see if you are happy the less happy you will be.


2.  The more fully engaged in the mission of Christ, the more meaningful (happy) will be your existence.

POINT:  If you are a follower of Jesus—you are SENT. Sent with the rest of us to “seek and to save the lost.”
Will you join me in making the mission of Jesus the primary mission of your life? Will you make that decision today?

Jesus says “PEACE be with you.”  The key to the Easter peace of Jesus is to embrace our ‘sentness’.  
Peace be with you


We are sent forth to serve in the Spirit of Christ
� It would seem that in this moment we transcend individuality and temporality.  The sense of the linear, sequential flow of time vanishes.  It could be argued that we recover our eternality.  The suspension of individuality is not oblivion in the Nirvana sense.  Rather, it is a release from the onerous burden of having to carry myself around with me everywhere I go.  Image management, and the constant drain of taking care of me released I am more liberated than I could ever be while babysitting myself.
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